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NEIGHBORS FOLD SMALL PARTY

If cne accepts the Sun Press attendsnce estimate, ove: 100,000 men and women of
every conceiwable age, color, heritsge and philosophir al persussion had one hell of
a fine time at the 1980 Coventry Village Street Fair.

Many, many people and institutions helped make the Stoeet Fair the success that it
wvas, and they were 5o credited in the official progras. A primter's oversight
therein embarassingly omitted ocur thanks tc Cleveland Hedights City Council and ita
Planning & Development Committee {Councilmember Marjorie B. Wright, Chadr) for
their confidence and support. Lots of folks pooped cut of the voodwork to plteh in
after the program was sent to press, sc we express our appreciatiom to:

Max Badger Hedghts Art Theater Fran Lustig
Warren Bendier Heller Electronice Jeff McConochsa
Etephaine Berger Icarus Faul Schak
Martha Brown Inuit CGalleries Tim Wallace
Dave Burvasser Irv'e Deli B4 Waltar
Charles Campbell Faul Klein Darvio Wanton
Ann Caywood-Brown Eriec Kraus Elaine Worren=Favellka
Coventry Booka Bobhie Littell Cathy Wassail
Fam Drumheller Kathy Littell Low Zipkin
Peter Goldsmith M Lastig Tom Tiska
Philmore Hart Aleks Zoitai

...and to the hundred-plus musicians who entertained us, to the volunteers who stood
parricades for a total of sixty hours, to the kids who put in over four hundred wWork-
hours sweeping the street and schlepping garbage bags, and to anyone we've {more
than likely) overlooked.

Oh, yes. . . There's one last person to thank. For passing along your wisdom and
experience to your successors, for allowing the Street Fair planning process to
take its natural course, and--like an old trooper smelling the grease palnt again--
for turning up at the Falr when you were most needed: THANK YOU, ALAR RAPCPORT,
Member of Council and 1%77-T9 Street Fair Chair.

Tt should ccme as a pleasant surprise to Coventry Nelghbors, Inc., that this year's
Street Fair ended with an unexpected budget surplus of over $2000, the result of
several factora: .
1) ipereases in booth permit fees to allow for inflatiopary rises in productior
copta;
2) iasuwance of highest-iptepsity (highest~fee) booth permits in greater pro-
portion than in prior years;
3) outright donaticns of several costly items which had been included as
sxpenses in the originel budget estimates; and
4) wigilant cost control on the part of the (Continued on page 2}
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NEICHPORS PARTY (Contioued from page 1)

Street Falr Committee, whose Chair feared certain tar-and-feathering if he
presided over a defieit.

Anelent CNI rescoluticne mandate that any surplus in the Street Falr account be car-
ried forth as zeed money for subsequent fairs, and/or be returned to the commercisl
district in the form of public amenities and improvements, with membership approval.
Sugh expenditures, and the fiseal and pelitical mechanics of making them, are now
under discussion among CNI officers.

Mediz coverage of the Falr unfortunately was disproportinately concentrated on a
wery atypleel ineident in which one group of vocifercus persons sttempted to "settle”
political differences with another group of vociferous persons by attacking them and
their property physically. There were neither arrests nor injuries; the aggressors,
numbering five or so, comprised less than one half of cne one-hundredth of one per-
cent of an othervise congenisel crowd; and the Cleveland Heights Folice admirably
restored order wvithout applicatiom of force.

Another unpleasant surprise was the production by Sunshine IT, & drug parapernalia
shop at 1809 Coventry; of conterfeit reproducticns of the official Street Fair Steff
T-shirts without conaent of CHI or the artist. Sunshine IT scld these items during
and after the Fair despite protest from CHI officers, and without compensating
either CHI or (more to the point) the poster mrtist with a share of the profits from
these salea. As a result, CHI will hawve to incur the expense and suisance of secur-
ing copyright upon such desisme in the future. OV readers who share & sense of dis-
approval of this lack of falr play might, it 15 hoped, indicate this to the manage-
ment of Sunshine I1.

The 1980 Coventry Village Street Fair Copmittes will pow rise to take a final bow
before retiring to plece together remmants of thelr personal lives --at least for
a few monthe !

Larry Beam = City Lisison Joan Jordan - Booth Alloecetion & Hessles
Diane Bersnak - Traffic & Safety Tom Lee - Legel Support

Kathy Cerveny - Crafts Abby Linhart - Music

Linda Qook - Elderly Transportation Jim MeConocha = Electrical Systems
Debbie Graves - Children's Programs Charles Owen = Finance

Debbie Heller - Clowns & Mellow Ellen Strong - Merchant Liaison

Bruce Hennes - Publiclty Kethrom Youmg - Saniteticn & Drudgery

~F. David Gill
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CAR CARE: BOT POR MEN ONLY

The League of Women Voters and Atlantic Richfield company are responding to the need
for energy conservation by sponscring a series of free car-care clinics at Rossman's
ARCD service, 2268 Warrensville Center Road at Silshy, University Heights. For
information and reservations c¢nll Jean Dreifort at 932-94L2. (Clinics stert ip
Septezber.
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PLANNIRG & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BY
Charlez .J. Chren

%Coventry Heighbors Inc. was recently awarded $5,000 in CDBG funds through the Oper-
ation Pride Program for various nmeighborhood imporvement projects. Twenty=five
hundred dollars (the upper limit) is earmarked for sdditicoal benches and new bi-
cyele racks at the soon~to-be-completed park in froot of the new CoventrYard. A
like amount will be used to purchase four park benches for the "Commons" between
Hampahire and Lancashire Rosds next to Musicians Towers. In additicn the Upper
Hampshire Street Assn. was granted 32,380 for 17 shade trees to be planted on the
tree lawms of upper Hampshire.

% The new Meyfield Road municipel parking lota (#3 and #10) have been paved and
gtriped. Power hook-ups for the decorative lamps should be complete in early Sept-
egber. Sod work will welt until autumn when the weather is pripe for planting.

¥ Strest Light comversion on the Coventry commercial strip is complete.

¥ Waterline work on Euclid Helghts Blwd. is alzost complete, while work on the
HMayfield Road wsterline has begun. The Mayfield construction area will be between
Coventry and Kenilworth Ronds.

® What shall wa call the new minipark? Send suggestions to Philmore Hart, 3080
Essex Foad, Cleveland Hts., 44118, Firat Prize: the thanks of & grateful comsunity.
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OPERATION PRIDE GRANTS TOTAL $11,93%: "CREATIVITY" RAPPED

Cleveland Heights Council authorized 311,934 worth of Operation Pride grants, out of
COBG funds, st its August I8 meeting. Out of this, a total of 27,380 was suthor-
ized for Coventry arvea. Projects of Boulevard Neighbora, Celedenie Feighbors and
Neighbors for Noble-Hela were alsc approved.

Quite a few projects were turned down, including a Coventry Nelghborzs reguest for
reimburssnent for tools and a much larger Coventry Merchants fAssceistion project
for benches in the north end of the mini-park. Councll expressed some disappolimt-
ment that many of the rejected proposals lscked “crentivity.”

Sore neighborhood activists took umbrage at this language. One suggested that lack
of provieion of basic smenities hy the City gave rise to "uncreative" proposals to
make wo the difference, Ancther reflected that the Clty hed made for itself a cert-
ain reputation for lack of receptivity to any but the most banal suggestions from
neighborhoods.

More to the point, it may be that the street and block associations who requested
Azmlea bushes or (lluminated house mumbera genuinely preceive no worse problems in
their neighborhoods that the City could address. If ao, thisz 1s an indirect but
impressive vote of confidence for the service departments of the Clty. Perhapa
Council should be commending those aervice crews rather than admonishing neighbor-
hood leaders.

==Tave Burwvasser
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SCHOIL BOARD REFPORT
by
Joan Farragher

District voters will be asked to approve two School Board levies on November L, 1980,
totaling 6.9-mills. The larger levy, for 5.5-mills, i3 mostly for continuation of
btage-line operaticons through 1982 (L.87-mills), with the remainder for restoration
of LS classroom teachers and twe elementary reading teschers (cut of four cut), both
in September 1981; and for books, supplies and eguipment. The 0.b-mill levy is to
keep all school bulldings open for the next two yéara.

IT the levies fall on November 4, a special vote slated for November 16 will re-
offer the 6.5-mill levy only. Failure of the 0.4-mill levy will be taken by the
Board as & mandate to close a school by fall of 1981.

The larger levy is pursuant tc the recommendations of the Lay Fianace Advisory Com-
mittee appointed by the Board. Thoze recommendetions included devalopment of =
paster plan and closing of one school. No particular school was mentioned, and &
Junior high achool closing would realize more than double the savings of an element-
mry school closing.

The 0.4-mill levy resulted from concern by the Board thet, to follow the lay com=dt-
tee recommendations, they would have to gelect which school to close before develop-
ing the master plan, and thut their selection might mot be the best. The smaller
levy gives the voters the option of keeping &ll the schools open until the plan is
finalized. The passage of thiz levy iz not & commitment never to close & school; it
is & coomitmeént not to ¢lose a school for two years. Failure of this levy would
regult in the closing of & school in the fall of 1581.

The master plan is to be developed through & hired consultant and formation of Lay
Advisory Committees to the Board. The proposal was sccepted, and the Bomrd is seek-
ing volunteera. If you are lnterested contact & Board member or the Superintendent
{371-7330) irmediately. The selection should be completed by early September,
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PARENT TNVOLVEMENT IS BLACK EDUCATCRS' THEME

by
David R. Burvasser

The Heights Alliance of Black School Educators (HABSE), in cooperaticn with the
School=-Community Relations Program of the CH-UH schools, is sponsoring a workshop
for parents at Heights High, from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM on Saturday, September 27
The gial ie to assist paremts in becoming sore knowledgeable aboul, and actively
involved in, the schocls of the district.

The workshop will copsist of three simultanesus sections for elessptery, Junicr high
and sgenlor hign levels. Topdes are Conferencing; Key Questions; end School Policles
and FProcedures.

The Workshop is designed for all parents; HABSE especially encourages parents of
black children, parents of children new to the district, parents of children who have
trangferred from private or parochial schools, parenta whe are foreign born or =mein-
taln a bilinpual hose, and parents of children invelved in extrecurricular activities.

For additional information contact the School-Cormmunity Relations office, 371-7238.



RPORT

“WEVSLETTER OF YOUR S0H00LS ADGUST .. 1930

:
Since our last report, "YOUR SCHOOLS" has takén the following actions:~”

August 4: Excerpts from a statement of “YOUR SCHOOLS" at CH-UM School Board Hee
eeting

"Your Schools" believes that to assure quality public education, the following
restorations must be made:
2) 60 certificated classroom teachers to achieve the 25 to 1 student -
teacher ratio, and o .
b} those certificated non-classroom personnel who are an essential part
of the educational process. . ."

August l;ii Excerpt from a letter im the Sun Press by Jerry Saidel (Pres.,"YOUR
SCHODOLS T

Yoo Altnough "YOUR SGIOOLS". . . believes thay the levy should be larger than 6.5
mils to rehire more teachers, we recognize the existing political and economic
constraints. The 6.5-mil levy does provide for a partial restoration of teachers
and the 0.4-mil levy offers the public and effective referendum on the continued
cperation of all schools for the next two years. . .°

August 26: "'YOUR SCHOOLS" formally endorses both school levies.

August 28: Excerpt from letter in Sun Press by Jovce Horr, (member, "YOUR SCHOOLS )
"« « . Because it is difficult to undeTstand the rationale of the decisions con-
cerning the levy without a first-hand explanation, it is important for concernad
citizens to attend commmity meetings where the issues about the school levy will
be discussed. "YOUR SCHOOLS" will provide facts and explanations about the levy
and the Lay Fianace Committee report at a public forum on Tuesday, September 16

at the Hain Library on Lee Road at § pm. (SEE OTHER SIDE)

[ would like to know more shout YYOUR SCHOOLS".
I am enclosing 35 for membership in "YOUR SCHOOLS.®

HAME MIE
ADDRESS

s

I would be interested in working with the following Action Group(s):

School Board Monitoriug Public Relations llembership and Finance
Commumications Voter Registration Levy Campaign

SERD TO: [Mina Saidel, 3149 Chelsea Drive, Cleveland Heights, 44111
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FANTASY FESTIVAL -- CAIRING CLINIC -- LIBRARY PLAME

There will be two Sunday programs in Septembor, as supgested by Coventry neigh-
bors who attended the Coventry Merchant's architectural meeting in Hay.

On September 14, tis. Marissa Warrix will give an hour-and-a-helf canning clinic
starting at 3:00 ¥i{, She is from the "Seed to Shelf” propgram of the Cooperative
Extension Service. e hope that she will be particularly helpful to those who have
been using the commmity garden on llampshire. All are welcome.

On September 21, the Fantasy Festival will commence at 2:30. The Society for
Creative Anachronism (5CA) will be on hand to joust, dance and play music of med-
ieval days, with Laurelen Darkbane and many others. Each 5CA member adopts a
persona of the middle ages and takes a new name, costume and occupation. SCA
members will discuss their lives in this time and demonstrate their lives in that
time betwaen 2:30 and 3:30,

At 3:30 Shawn Miller will discuss Dungeons and Dragons with all whoe are inter-
ested. At 4:00, Gar Hyler of Coventry Books will discuss fantasy books with adults.
and Librariam Debbie Graves will talk to children about available children's
fantasy. Ue hope this progras will appeal to everyonel

The Cleveland Hts-Umiversity [its Library Board has voted to approve recommend-
ed drawings for the inmer space of the renovated Coventry Library. These drawings
will be available at the Coventry Village Library for the Community's perusal.

In response to some gquestions raised at the August 1980 Coventry [leighbors
meeting: Exterior cleaning of the building was far enough down the priority list
for renovation that it is not included in present rerovation plans, Position and
size of the sinage are expected to be the same.
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RECOMENDED READIHG

The most striking change in the history of Coventry Heighbors has been the
developing spirit of cooperation with City Hall. At one time, CMI plang for any
action included some reflection on how we were going to fight the City for what we
wanted; now, we typically consider what kind of help we can expect from the Hall.

Some folks in Coventry fipure City Illall has “wised up.” Some folks at the Hall
figure Coventry has "grown up." These explanations do not necessairly preclude one
another, but they do not exhaust all the possibilities either.

The City government has a basically narrow view of who and what belongs im
Cleveland Heights. Coventry Neighbors originally fought this narrow-gauge mental-
ity. Over 10 years the City has broadened its horizens of the permissable just
enough to include & great deal of Coventry; and CHI has bought into the narrow view
of suburban virtue, now that some of it includes most of us and what we like.

This somewhat gloomy review was prompted by an article in the Sept/Oct, 1930
Mother Jones, "Up & Coming Amid the Down § Out,” by Katy Butler (p52). It's
about "gentrification” of inner cities, mostly in the San Franeisce Bay Area.

What it describes is not exactly what's happening in Coventry, but it's not exactly
not what's happening, either. It's biased, and its factual base may be open to
challenge, But for anyone who cares why we're doing what we're doing, it's worth
A read. Available at Coventry Gooks.

== [Dave Burwasser.
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HEPE COUES THE JUDGE

"Public Service Sentencing of Cffenders” will be the topic when Judge Sara
Hunter speaks to Coventry Heighbors at its next regular meeting on Tuesday, Sept. G,
1980 at 7:30 dowmstairs at the Uniterian Society. This novel idea might make an
interesting impact in Coventry. Come and hear more sbout it.
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CoDE 'R OENDS

Geel Gollyl Whizzl The fence is down from around the mini-park. Now Coventry
shoppers are free to come and go as they please. Free even to break an ankel if
they should happen to fall off the nice new sidewalk inte the rubble that surronds
it. But still there's progress. HMaybe when it's all finished we can have a party.

Rumor has it that Council will hold a public hearing Yed., Sept. 24 at 7:00PM
at City Hall on the Fire Station Issue. A large attendance is expected and if ~
there are too many people to be heard, a second hearing is planned for Oct.7, same
time, same place. Council will meet in extraordinary session sometime in early Oct.
to consider possible new land aquisition which should be ready for action in Oct.

It looks like city staff did it apain. They recommended £20,000 worth of im-
provements to the hocky rink without censulting the people who use it. Some of
the velunteer coaches showed up at a recent Council meeting to point out that the
doors onto the ice are in a sad state of disrepair and they are not on the schedule
of improvements. Will staff ever learn?

Our Unitarian friends inform us that they are ronting out spaces in thedir
floodlit parking lot for a modest fes. For more infe call Rich lortman at hope,
321-0264 or at the office 444-1707.

both Dobama and Fairmount Center are annoumcing subscription sales ol
Subscriptions are a good idea because you get to see things you misht put off see-
ing; you get a discount on the price; and, the theater is able to have some of
their seasons income up front when it dees the most good. Call the theaters to sce
what a bargain subscriptions can be. e ought to be proud of the fact that we have
two excellent theaters in Coventry - they are part of what makes Coventry such a
great place to live

COUNCILUATCHER'S COHCLUSION: Those who like hot dogs and respect the law
ought not observe the making of either.. . The Optimist believes this is the best
of all possible worlds. The Pessimist fears that the Optimist may be Tight,

=--hobbie littell
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GOOD LUCK, LINDA! Active Coventry Neighbor, Linda Cool: has moved back to her home
Ltown of Ransas City, [issouri. The energy and dedication that she invested in CNI
were in inverse proportion to the brief time she spemt with us. Her greatest ser-
vice to CNI was the co-ordination of a pilot program for free transportation of the
elderly to and from the Coventry Village Street Fair. Thanks to Linda's efforts,
this service is likely to become a permanemt feature of future Street Fairs.

Linda tells us that she has (quite predictably) gotten invelved up to her
glbows in Lansas City's 29-63 Neighborhwod Coalition, named for the numbered
streets which define its bailiwick. How, if 49-63 would kindly send us about Five
of their activists, we'll call it an even tradel

==F. David Gill
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BOOS  and BRAVOS

BRAVD: The Burke Building of 1850 Coventry Road is undergoing a quality exterior _

Paimting. The building, owned by Ken Ross, is the home of the new Dianefs
on Coventry.

BIO:  (hen ave Cavnofl Daug, Peellee's Bioyefe Shop, and A.B.C. Appliance godng
Lo puld the weeds from thedin sdidewalka? Phen wiff Carvnoff Daug repface
the missing globe from the Lamp fixture af their front doon?

BRAVD: The new window dressing at Quality Quilt § Bedding, 1811 Coventry, is a
sight for sore eyes.

ERAVO: Dust City Update--Buclid Heights. Blvd. waterline construction is almost -
done,

BO(: Te the nifwits who pfay "auwtomobife acucezan’o " by golng stradight ahead
from the RIGHT TURN ONLY Lane on westbownd Adgﬁ;ﬂﬂﬁ at Coventny.

BRAVQ: For the extra work done by Low Zipkin and Tom Ziska to clean up CoventrYard
area specifically for the Street Fair.

BRAVO: To Peter (Record Revolution) Schleewin, "Daffy" Dan Gray, Marcia (High Tide
Rock Bottom) Polevoi, and Ray (Passport to Peru) Taylor who were seen
hosing down their sidewalks on @ recent Saturday morning. It sure helps
to improve the appearance of our neighborhood,
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]IIJJ#BGTJHﬂIEE GOOD-AGAIN DEPARTMENT

Congratulations go to Hampshire Road neighbor Harvey Pekar, whose latest
“underground"” comic, American Splendor #5, was released in August. This is an im-
pressive, literate work made all the more charming by the fact that it's home-grown.

Harvey Pekar's tales are expertly illustrated by R. Crumb, Gary Dumm, Greg
Budgett, and Gerry Shamray.  Of particular délight to locals are unmistakable
depictions of Coventry architecture and beloved neighborhoed folk.

Pekar has hit his stride as an author who ought to be taken seriously.
American Splendor #5 is clearly the product of an author possessing human compas-

sion and a mature self-cenfidence - characteristics glimpsed but briéfly in his
earlier works.

American Splendor #5 1s available for $2.00 at many Coventry shops. Although
it is a comic book, its accurate transcription of common Street discourse may make
it inappropriate for the kids.

-=F, David Gill
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THE NEXT MEETING OF COVENTRY HEIGHBORS WILL TAKE PLACE AT 7:30 P.M. ON

SEETEMAER 9, 1980, DOWNSTAIRS AT THE UNITARIAM SCCIETY, 2728 LANCASHIRE.



